YEAR ONE TOPIC NEWSLETTER
Summer Term 2026
Roots, Shoots and Muddy Boots
(6 weeks)

This topic is largely based around science and art. We will learn to describe the different parts of a plant, such
as its roots, stem, leaves and flowers and explain their functions. In art, we will use pastels to imitate the famous
'Sunflowers’ picture by Van Gogh. Inaddition, each child will plant their own sunflower seed and, throughout
the topic, they will need to make sure that it is getting the rtght things to allow it to grow. The focus text in
literacy is the wonderful story The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark’.

At the end of our topic, you are invited to our Fab Finish’, which will be a plant sale. This is where you will be
able to purchase your child's sunflower and artwork, all fora small donation (to be confirmed nearer the time).
Any money raised from the plant sale, will be reinvested in Year One. The plant sale will take place on Thursday
21 /V\ay. If you cannot make our plant sale but would like to buy your child’s items, you can send the money into

school on the daH with your child and we will send the items home with them.

Home Leamtng Actlw‘ty

There are many activities that you could do to support our topic at home. Below are a few ideas to get you
started.:

- Usmg some of the ideas and characters from yourfavourite stories about animals, you could write your
own adventure story. You do not have to write the whole story all at once. You may like to take each
part of the story a day at a time. You can either write the story on paper or type it on the computer.
When you have finished your story, you could also illustrate it and make it a front cover.

- You could try some Iolantmg of your own at home and write instructions about what you have planted.
You could take phatos of what you have planted and tell us all about it.

We always love to see what you have been dolng at home and each child will receive a certlﬁcate far any
home leaming completed. Please can you send in your child’s home leaming bH Friday 15t May at the latest.

PE — Dance and Athletics

In dance, we will use music to help the children create expressive dance routines. In outdoor PE, we follow a
scheme called Get Set &+ PE which is fully altgned to the National Curriculum and Ofsted reguir@ments and it
focuses on the develo,oment of agility, balance and coordination and cooperative leammg.

Penguins: Indoor — Wednesday Outdoor — Wlursday
Dolphins: Indoor — 771ur5day Outdoor — Wednesday

Turtles: Indoor — 771ur5day Outdoor — Wednesday

Your child's PE bag will be sent home at the end of each half term to be washed. Please ensure that afull kit is
prow’ded, anludlng shorts for gymnastics and dance and long tracksuit bottoms for when the children complete
games outside. Any earrings must be removed on PE days and long hair must always be tied back.



PSHE and Religlcm and Worldviews

This term, our PSHE work will focus on 'Relatlonships'. The children will learn about understandln.g frlen.dshlps
and other relationshilos, lncludmg with the(rfamily. 771@\9 will also consider how to resolve conflicts and de,\/elop
their communication skills. We will continue lm/emg the lessons to our school values of trust, excellence, aspiration,
collaboration and hcmesty, alongslde the rL‘ghts and res,oonslb[lltles of the class charter. The children’s new Trick
Box trick will be ‘Ltghtbulb' (creative thln/elng and problem—solvmg). In Religlon and Worldviews this half term,
the children will be learru‘ng about Islam. 771@3 will focus on the three core parts of a religion — God (Allah), the
sloeclal book (Quran) and the speclal place (Mosque),

Suppartlng at Home

We are so mcredibly Iorou.d of the children and the hard work that theg are putting into their leammg. We
know that this is due to the partnershtlo we have formed with you as parents and carers. Please continue to
read with your child at least 3 times a week and record this in their re,adlng record and also continue to
complete the Wee/ely home leaming challenges. If Hou're unsure about how to support your child with their
leamlng at home, please spea/e to your child’s class teacher, who will be more than Willlng to hello and support

you.

Focus Author
This term, we will focus on the author Atinuke, who is the writer of the stories about Anna Hibiscus and Tola.
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Calendar Dates

/V\onday 27th Aloril — FOAA Movie NL’ght (4:30pm — 6:OOIDm)

/V\cmday 27t Aloril - Upton Country Park trip (Turtles in the morning; Dolphms in the aftemocm)
Thursday 30th Aloril — New volunteer meeting (n school

Monday 4" May — Bank Holiday

Wednesday 6t /V\ay — Ulotcm Country Park trip (Pengums in the mommg)

Wednesday 6th /V\ay — Year 1 Phonics Check Parent /\/\eetmg (2:75pm — 2:45pm at Ad Astra /nfan.t School and
5pm at Canford Heath Infant School)

Thursday 7t May — Beachwise worksho

/V\onday J1th /V\ay — FOAA PTA Disco

Monday 18" — Friday 22" May — Walk to School Week

Thursday 21 /V\ay — Year 1 Plant Sale (after school)

Monday 25" May until Friday 29" May — Half term

/f you have any questlons about our leaming Io[ease do not hesitate to contact us.

/\/\any thanks for your continued suloport,

Mr Watt, Mrs Warner, Mrs Adams Mrs Blake-McKeown



