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30t June 2023

Dear Parents/ Carers,

Transition to Year One
This morning, the children had the opportunity to spe,nd some time in Year One. 7719,3 really enjoged loo/eing
around their new classroom: meeting their new teacher and all the grown-ups that will be helping them

with their le.aming, when they return to school in Selotember.

Your child will have brought home a separate letter from their new teacher and from this, you will be able
to see which class they will be in next year and their new teachers name.

Although routines and expectations are similar to those in Early Years, we have put together some
information that we hope you will find useful in preparing your child for Year One:

The Year One Team

Penguins' Class — Teacher: Mr Watt (Year Leader)

Dolphins’ Class — Teacher: Mrs Adams and Mrs Blake-McKeown

Turtles' Class — Teacher: Mr Booker

The teaching assistants in Year One include Mrs Wright, Mrs Marshall and Miss Wignall.

Orqamsatwn for droppmq off and collectmq

When droplomg your child to school in the morning, Io ease enter the school via the most convenient gate for
you. One of the Year One adults will be present on the Year One door and wil 9reet you and your child
each morning. The children have practlsed Wa[/elng from the doors to their new classroom to give them some
L‘ndepo.ndenco.. At home time, if your child is in Dol,ohms’ or Penguins' class, you can collect them from their
classroom door. If your child is in Turtles class, you can collect them from the Year One door (the same as

drop off). There will be a member of staff on duty to help you find your way.
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Developtnq as independent learners

In Year One we will continue to develop the children’s Lndeloendent skills. As part of this de\relopment, the
children are given more res,oonSLbL ity for handLng in letters, homework and changtng their readlng books.
/nitially, the class teachers and teachlhg assistants will support the children in chec/eihg their book bags for
letters and remlndlng them to change their books. After the first few weeks in Year One, we will then
continue to remind the children each dau to check their own book bags for letters and remind them to do all
of their morning jobs.

Water bottles/ fruit

As in Early Years, the children should brlng a labelled water bottle to school (contatning water only Iolease)
in addition to their lunchbox drink, if they bring a lunchbox. The children are able to drink their water
throughout the dau and can refill their bottle at plautime and lunchtime. The children will also continue to
receive a free piece of fruit each day.

Reading at home

In Year One, we continue to encourage reading at home as frequently as possible. All children must read at
home at least three times a week and have this readtng recorded in their reading record. The children will
bring home their readtng record and a banded reading book each day. The children are rewarded for both
their reading at home and in school. They will bring star stickers home on a Frlday to show how many reads
were recorded for them throughout the week. Readlng at home is the most important thing that you can do
to help support your child'’s language and literacy development. If, for some reason, they have not read at
home at least three times that week and recorded it in their reading record, then they will have a readlng
opportunity on Friday to ensure that this vital readtng practise takes place.

Spelltngs

We will not start our sloelling quizzes until later on in the year. However, Iolease do try and do some dailu
recap of the Iohonics sounds that your child has already learnt (these are in their reading record and sound
books). Please also ,oract(se readlng the tr(c/ey words that were sent home in EYFS, and we will send home a
new Year One list in Selotember.

Homewwork Sheets

Every Friday, we will send home a sheet that will ex,ola(n what the children have been learru'ng throughout the
week. [t will also contain a maths homework task for the children to complete. This is linked to the children’s maths
learn(ng of that week. Please do support your child in comloletlng this task. It can be returned to school as soon as it
is com,oleted, but please send this into school by the following 7hursday, at the latest.

Topic task

With every new topic that we cover, we will send a home—learn[ng project based on that topic. In cornloleting
this task, we ask that you choose how your child would like to present it, so they can be as creative as the

like! The children will have the opportunity to share their home learning with the class; put it up on display for
other children in the year group to see, and they will also receive a certlf&cate for comlo[eting it.

Over the holldays, it is essential to continue to encourage your child to read as much as possible, whether it's
around the environment, books, comics or magazines etc. In addition, your child can also Ioractlse their
mental maths skills, such as number bonds to 10, doubling and halvlng numbers and addéng and subtractlng
numbers.
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We ho,oe that this letter has given you a brief lnslght into some of the Year One routines and home learm‘ng.
We look forward to seeing you at the Year One Welcome to Base’ evening, which will take Iolace on 771ursday
7th Se,pte,mbe,r at 5pm. This will give you a more detailed overview of the leammg and Iorocedures in Year
One. You will also have the opportunity to see your child’s new classroom and meet their new class teacher.
In the meantime, if there is anythmg else you would like to know about Year One, Iolease do not hesitate to
ask your child’s current class teacher.

Have a wonderful summer hallday./
Yours fatthfully

Year One Team
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