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Summer message from the Chle,f Executive Officer

Dear Parents and Carers,

The TEACH Trust has enjayed another hugely successful year. [ am anredlbly praud of how our schools
work callabarattvely as a Trust to ensure all the children who attend any one of our wonderful

schools on Canford Heath, receive the best possible education and care. The children have worked so
hard throughout this year, and we are e,xtremely praud of all their achievements academically, sporting,
musically and in a number of other ways. They all make a huge difference. | would like to take this
opportunity to thank the children, staff and parents across the Trust for their continued hard work, to
ensure such great outcomes for our four schools.

The return of the TEACH summer concert after 3 years, was an amazing examlole of our talented children coming
together to produce another breath—ta/elng perfarmance led by our incredible Music Director, Mrs Rebecca Turner.
Once again, | was blown away by your children: their motivation, enthusiasm and dedication is second to none.

We sadly say gaodbye to our Year 6 Iou,otls who are moving on to their Seccmdary Schools and we wish lots of luck to
all our Year 2 Iou,oils who are moving to Junior School, in September. It is always hard to wave the children off as
they have been such a large part of our Canford Heath fo.mlly for such a lcmg time. We would like to thank them for
the Jjoy they have brought to us and wish them luck and halopmess always as they begln a new part of their school
adventure. We also look forward to Welcaming our new Early Years children to our Infant Schools.

This year, | have been especially proud that Canford Heath Infant School achieved the top Ofsted award in its
inspection, QSPQC[(I“\(] after fifteen years of waiting. | know that our other three schools are now ready and waiting
for their imminent Ofsted inspections themselves, which are now due. Whilst we are aiming for an outstandin
outcome in all of our schools, the way the current Ofsted framework works, this will not be Iooss(ble for AAIS, CHJS
and HJS, as their next inspection s an ungraded one due to them all being currently Good’ schools. This is out of our
control and is an Ofsted Framework policy. However, our aim is that each school will show so many aspects of
outstanding practice at its next inspection, the inspectors agree to re-visit the school within the follow[ng two years
for a 9raded L'nsloectlon, which will then allow us to gofor the tolo grade. We will always want to achieve the best
for your child - whatever school they attend.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and for your commitment to your childs education.
With best wishes for an enjayable summer holtday. | hcrloe the sun continues to shine for you and yourfamllles.

Covte Gvte s

Mrs Kate Carter
Chief Executive Officer
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Summer message frcfm the Headteacher (TEAQH)

Dear Parents and Carers,

What a truly fantastic year it has been for Ad Astra Infant School! | would like to start by saying what
an enormous Io[easure it has been sloending it with your children. 7710,3 are incredible learners, wonderful
friends and little rays of positive sunshine wherever they qgo. Thank you so much, to all of you, for
everythmg that you do to support your children, our staff and our wonderful PTA, friends of Ad Astra,
to hel,o all Ad Astra children to reach their potent[al and love the journey of getting there.

Our Early Years children started the summer term with the Circle of Life' topic. 771@3 enjoyed leammg about life cycles;
watched duc/elmgs hatch from their eggs and even had a visit from Cr‘azy Creatures, where they were able to handle
creatures blg and small. After half term, the children started their ’theracy Lets Learn’ lessons where they Ioroduced
some fantastic character descriptions about characters from the book 'Suloertato'. Next, they focused their leammg on
Sloace, and have also been preparing for their transition to Year One.

Our Year One children began this term with a wonderful topic all about Iolants where they learnt all about what Iolants
need to grow and about different types of trees. The topic culminated with a sunflowers and cress Iolant sale with a
little bit of art inspired by Van Gogh included in there too. After half term, they kicked off their sporting topic with an
Olym,oic and Paralym,o[c sloar/ely starter, where the children had a go at boccia, tennis and athletics. As the topic
continued, the children praduced excellent fact files about Sir Mo Farah and Ellie Simmonds, as well as participating
in a fantastic sports day.

Our Year Two children returned after the Easter holldags as superho,roo,s (llterally) with the determination to prepare
for their Secret Agent Trammg (SATs). The children worked L‘ncrediblb} hard during the half term writing action -
adventure stories; becammg Secret Agents and designing, creating and racing model superhero getaway vehicles.
Their final half term with us has been]ust as act(cm—,oac/eed with an exciting musician in residence Wcrr/eshop and
per:formance; a visit from the life bus and a trip to Moors Valley. [ can't tell you how much we will miss our Year
Two children as they move up to Year Three. from the very first day of school in September, they have imloressed us
with their enthusiasm for life, their kindness and em,oathy for others and their dedication to their leaming. We all
wish them the very best as they take their next step towards their very brightfutures.

This term, we have also been busy plannmg for next year and | have a few changes to share with you. We will be
saying a very sad farewell to Miss Nicholas who leaves us at the end of term. We are so 9rateful for her care of
Dal,ohms' class this year and wish her every success (n the future. To,achmg in Year One next year, we are very
pleased to welcome back Mr Booker, who you may remember taught in Zebras' class earlier this year, and alsoc Mrs
Adams and Mrs Blake-McKeown, from Canford Heath Infant School. We will also, say 'gaadbya for now to both Miss
Carne and Miss White, who will be ta/eing up positions at other luc/ey TEACH schools in September, To,achmg in Year
Two in September, we will welcome Miss Clark and Miss Davis, from Haymoor Junior School. Also, we are so pleased
to be able to offer a leam[ng suploort group, called Otters class, to some Year One and Two children next year and |
am deltghted that Mrs Doylo, will be leadlng this for us. Fmally, we will be Welcomlng to the team SENTAs Ms
Tarasenko and Miss Wells who will be Wor/emg in Year One and Two next year.

Once again, thank you so much for all your support with Qvergthing that we do for the good of your children. On behalf
af all the staff at Ad Astra /nfant School, | wish you and b/aurfamilies a Wonderfu[ safe and happy summer haliday.

Best wishes,

EF cerAroTN
Mrs Clare Tantrum
Headteacher



Summer message from our (TEACH)

Pastoral Care Team
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What a Wcmderful year it has been at Ad Astra! We would like to take this opportunity to say what a

Ioleasure it has been to spend time with your lovely children.

It has also been lovely to see so many parents and carers in school for shows, events, parents' evenings
and sloeclal assemblies.

How amazing it has been to see our Early Years children settle in and grow in conf(dence as they get
ready to now move up to Year One, where | am sure they will do brllliantly, and be great role models to
our new Early Years children, joining us in September.

We know that our Year One children, will be such a credit to Ad Astra and as they become the oldest
group of children in school, ‘top of the school, moving up to Year Two.

We are so excited but also sad to see our Wcmderful Year Two children start their next schooljourney
moving into in Year Three. We would like to wish them all the very best af luck as theH begin thelr]umor

school adventures.

Please remember that we are here to help and support not Unly the children of Ad Astra but also
Hourselves. If you have any worries or concerns, bL’g or small, Iolease don't hesitate to get in touch. We can
offer a variety of interventions in school as well as prow‘de contact information and signposting for
outside provisions.

You can contact us by tele,ohon.e on 01202 602113 ext 11k or by email: pastoral.aais@teachpoole.com

We wish you and Haurfamllles a lO’VQ,[H and relaxmg summer hollday and look farward to Welcomlng the
children back to school in September.

Best wishes

Mrs Nikki Penfold & Miss Caroline Hutchins
Pastoral Care Worker & ELSA
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(TEACH

Iancs of Cordoes Haath

We thcrroughly
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Rescue’ topic,
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Moy AN s o Cordews Hamn

Long Service Awards (IEACH

Everyone at Ad Astra /nfant School would like to say a huge congratulatéons to Darren Luff, who will be
celebratlng 5, years af service to our TEACH schools on 1 August 2023. Thank you Mr Luff.



Pupil Voice (TEACH

Tha Ecucalionnl Alinncs of Cordord Hamh

Each year, our Year One and Two classes elect Eco-Warriors who attend regular meetings where they
represent their class bg sharing their views and ideas about how we can improve our school environment
and make active contributions to he,lp the wider world. Our Eco-Warriors have been L‘ncredibly busy,
Iolannmg and imlolementing a range of actions to make Ad Astra Infant School a more anironmentally
friendly place to learn. So far this year, our Eco-Club have completed the followmg:

o Used recycled Christmas tree pots to create pretty flowerloots with a mixture of colourful plants to
encourage butterflies and bees.

o Crafted wild bird feeders using recycled plastic bottles, twigs and old yoghurt pots to encourage
small, wild birds into the school grounds.

e Promoted simlole leey actions that our children can take to help improve our local school community
and wider world. These include encouraging children to walk, cycle or scoot to school; turn off
running taps; use both sides of any paper to reduce wastage and natlfy staff if léghts have been
left on in the classrooms.

o Become #LitterHeroes by participating in the Great Big School Clean” — a national Keep Britain Tidy
campaign.

)

o Made Iolans to submit an appllcaticm to become an Eco School

Here are some Wcmderful photos of our Eco-Warriors in action:




Autumn/Winter

School

(TEAcH)
Unlfarm Reminder

Ad Astra Not Acceptahle
Trousers Grey, black or charcoal | No Jeans, coniuroy, lzggtngs, tLg/Lt ththg, Lycra or skLnnH
tailored fashion trousers
gc/wvi trousers (Please note: some shops dosell ‘skinny’ trousers as part of their
ChlZd' czonventwnat schoot uniform range, but t/vzy are not acceptable for our schoot)
materia
Full Len,gth,
Ju umper or Bottle green with Ad Other sweatshirts
school Astra. school Lo:go* Hooded, tops
sweatshirt or Floeces
school Non mgu[atm jumpzr‘/ cardigan
cardigo,n,
Skirts Grrz,y, black or charconl | Fashion skirts, i.e. pznci,t or mini skirts
knee Length skirts Stmtchy or mini-skirts
Skirts shorter than the knee
PLnafom Grzy, black or charconl | Dress shorter than the knee
knee lzngth dress
Sotks and Plain grey. black or Fashion tights
tLghts white socks Coloured or Iaattemed sotks or tights
Plain grey, black or white | Bare feet
opagque or knitted. tLght ) TLghts # less than 50 denier
Shoes Traditional black and Trainers (even if hlack)
low heeled school Hi tops
shoes /-/'Lgh heels, SLLng backs or open toed sandals
Velcro, laces, buckle or Wedges
SLLID, on only Bouots
Logo's
Polo shirt Plain white with no- motif| Shirts

Coloured poio* shirts




Whole School Diary Dates

Autumn Term 2023

01+ September - 20th Octoher 2023

Frtday Jst September

INSET Day

/V\onday Lyth September

Children return to school

Frtday Jst September, /\/\anday Lyth
September and Tuesday 5th
September

Earty Years home visits

Wednesdag
7th September and /:rtday 8th

September

6th September, Thursday

Early Years children start school in small groups for one

morning this week

771ursday 7th September

Welcome to Year One parent meeting

Welcome to Year Two parent meeting

/V\cmday 17th September — /'_riday ]5th

September

Early Years children are at school until after lunch each daH

Tuesday 12th September

Welcome to Earty Years parent meeting

771ursday JLith September

Year Two art exhibition

/V\onday 18th September

Early Years children in school full-time from today

Wlursday 21 September

Parent Volunteer War/eshop 4 2:75pm
Early Years Phonics Information Evenmg for EY parents — 6pm

Tuesday 26t September

Year Two trip around the local area

Frtday 29th September

Macmillan coffee event

/V\onday 2r October

Early Years and Year Two school discos

Wednesday Lth October

Year One school disco

Thursday 5t October

AAIS school photos

/'_rtday 6th October

AAIS/HTS cross-school photas

/V\onday 9th October

Year 2 Cockle Trail Poole Quai./ Trtp )

Tuesday 10 October

Year 2 Cockle Trail Poole Ouay Trtp 2

Wednesday 11th October

Year 2 Cockle Trail Poole Qu.aH Trtp 3

/V\(mday 16t October

Early Years peaple who hetp us launch — visitors to the school
in all week

Tuesday 17t October

Parents Evenmg

Wednesday 18t October

Parents E\rentng

Frlday 20t October

Julia Donaldson Day — launch of sponsored read

Monday 23 October — F rlday 27*
October

Half Term

(TEACH)




2023-202k4 Term Dates e

Autumn Term: /'_rlday Ist September 2023 to /'_rldaH I5th December 2023

/-/alf Term: /V\(mday 23rd October 2023 - Fr[day 27th October 2023

Christmas /—/alidag : /\/\anday 18th December 2023 — /\/\onda&/ Ist fanuary 2024
Sloring Term: Tuesday 2nd fanuary 2024 to Thursday 28th March 2024
/-/alf Term: /\/\ondaH 12th February R 2 Frlday 16th Februarg 2024
Easter Holtday: Fr(day 29th March 2024 — Fr(day [2th Apr([ 2024
Summer Term: /V\onday I5th A,orll 2024 to Tuesday 23rd fuly 2024

Half Term.: /V\(mday 27th /\/\ay 2024 — Fr(day 3lst /\/\ag 2024

Summer Haltday.’ Wednesday 2Lth fu[y 2024

Stafff Inset Days: friday /st September 2023
friday 24th November 2023
Monday 27th November 2023
luesday 2nd January 2024
Monday 24th June 2024



