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Christmas message from the

Chief Executive Officer

The fauy Lghts are twm/e ing, g litter and tissue paper is everywhere and George Michael is tellmg all and
sundry hes going to " ..give his heart to someone spQ,CLal this year.... " and here at the TEACH Trust, we
absolutely love it!

(TEAcH

The smtltng face,s af all of your Wonde,rful children, make this time cf the Yyear simply maglcal and through
all the Christmas performances, the singing, the card ma/emg and the Christmas dinner eating, it is your
children who put the magic into Christmas and fill our hearts with warmth and 3ood cheer.

If you have been luc/ey Qnough to see a Christmas Ioerfarmance or have J‘oined us at one of our many
music/Christmas events, | hope you have enjayed the high calibre Performances your children, and the
adults in school, have worked tirelessly on. | thank you for supporting your children; | thank the adults for

their unwavering dedication; and | thank your amazing children for their endless enthusiasm.

This year, we are reminded, more than ever, that it is Iowple who make Christmas special and | smcerely
hope that every smgle one of you has the opportunity to sloo.nd precious time with the ones you love.

On behalf of myself and all the staff and Trustees, | wish you and your children a really hap,oy and

Ioeaceful Christmas.

With very best wishes,

Covtee e

Mrs Kate Carter
Chief Executive Officer
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Christmas message from the (teach)

Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers,

What a wonderful autumn term it has been for all of us at Ad Astra Infant School this year. The children
have settled beaut[fully into their respective year groups and the progress that the,y have made this term is
truly Lns,olrational to see. Thank you all so much for your ongoing support of your children, as they learn and
grow, and for our positive par‘tnershilo in helping all Ad Astra children to reach their full Iootential.

Such a lot has haploened since our Early Years children arrived at school for the first time and had their
phatagraph taken in front of our flrst daH at school board. 771QH have made an amazing start to their reading
journey; formed many la\rely new relationshtps and have become really curious learners who are excited and
engaged with our curriculum. Well done to all of our Early Years children for such a super start to their
school career and thank you to all of our Early Years staff for their commitment to and support of the children.

Our Year One children have excelled at transitioning from Early Years to Year One, which is such a leap in so
many ways. We have seen the children’s inde,loendence grow so much, which is fantastic, and they have
really embraced their new leammg this term. Thank you to everyone in Year One, both children and staff,
for such a positive start to Ke Stage One. We have had some exciting news in Year One, which | am delighted
to share - our lovely Mrs Blake-McKeown is expecting her second baby. She will be beglnnlng her maternity
leave at Easter and so Mrs Chandler, who the children already know well, will Jjoin Mrs Adams and Dol,ohms’
class for the last term of the year.

Year Two have certamly steploed up to bemg 'tolo of the school’ and regularly surprise me with how grown up
and trust WOFthH they are. ThQ,H have reloresented the school beautifull\tj on more than one school trip this
term and had a fantastic time dolng it. What a brilliant job you are all dotng Year Two — well done to all of

you, both children and staff.

Over the last couple of weeks, we have all t/wroughly enjo&/ed the lead up to Chirstmas with many varied
Christmas actvities such as designing our own Christmas cards; decaratmg our school; enjoying our annual
Christmas tree assembly; sharmg Chirstmas stories; huntmg high and low for the elves; engaging in quite a
bit of Christmas singing; visiting the Christmas Present Shop; Joining together for our Christmas dinner and
Jumper day; sharing at least some aspects of our Year | NatMtH performances and, of course, visiting Santa
himself. It has been an exciting and magical few weeks for us alll | would like to take this opportunity to
say a MASSIVE thank you to our wonderful FOAA PTA, who have worked tlrelessly to Iora\rlde and support us
with many of these speclal events.

As the Christmas halidays begm, | would like to wish each and every one Uf you a very /\/\erry Christmas and
lots of qualltg time with your wonderful children over the holidays. We look forward to seeing all of the
children back at school in the New Year refreshed and ready fora really successful 2024

Best wishes,
C7antromn

Mrs Clare Tantrum
Headteacher




Christmas message from the (mach

Pastoral Care Team

As the end of 2023 is fast appraachtng, we would like to take this opportunity to say how wonderful it has
been War/elng with your children; Welcoming them into school every morning and seelng their halopy faces

thraughaut the day.

Pastoral care is here for every child. Our aim is to hel,o all of the children feel settled, hap,oy and secure as
they progress through school. Please dont hesitate to get in touch if you feel your child has any worries,
needs reassurance or support. We are always ha,opg to help.

As Christmas a,oproaches, and our children become more excited, we would like to take some time to think
about some of aurfamllles who may not be as fortunate as others, even more so, due to the current cost of

living Crisis.

As the cost of llw‘ng increases, it is important to be aware of the beneﬁts, payments and support options
available to you. There are local and national schemes that can help you with rent, food, energy and more:

Cost of llvlng support

The gwernment has a national cost af livmg hub which can be found at Cost of Livtng Po.ymants 2023 to

2024 - GOV. UK (WWW.ga\r.u/e) !

Househaold Suloloart Fund 3

This funding is to support residents in BCP with the cost of livlng situation around /eeepmg warm, reduclng
energy bills and accessing food across the winter. More information can be found here
htt’ps://www.\go\r. u/e/cost—living—help—local—caunc(l :

Citizens Advice BCP

In addition to the fundmg Ioro\rided to schools far the ﬂexible fcmd vouchers, residents can also aloply for
short term financial hel,o in the form of food and/or energy vouchers thrcrugh Citizen's Advice BCP Home -
Citizens Advice Bournemouth Christchurch & Poole (citlzensadvicebcp.org.u/e) )

If you don't have access to the internet to complete the form you can go to your nearest dro,o—m or outreach
session. These are the current drop—m SesSions:

Bournemouth Outreach Hub
- Civic Centre, Town Hall, (BH2 6DX) /\/\onday — 771ur5day 10am — 2.30pm (Drolo—ms on[y)
Christchurch Outreach Hub

- Christchurch Central Library (BH23 1AW) Frldays 9:30am — 72:30pm (Drolo—cns on[y)


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/cost-of-living-payment
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/cost-of-living-payment
https://www.gov.uk/cost-living-help-local-council
https://www.citizensadvicebcp.org.uk/
https://www.citizensadvicebcp.org.uk/

Citizen’s Advice BCP also has other support and advice available. Their Communltg Advice Vehicle will be
visiting various locations in the BCP area in the coming months.

Energy Advice
El(gible households can also benefit from a visit from an energy advisor whao will support them with ways to

reduce their bills, access enerqy saving advice and, in some instances, Iorovlde, a new boiler depend(ng on
circumstances. Full details can be found here: LEAP Home Visit / thgewater Energy .

Access to Food

There are a number of options for accessing community food support and these are detailed on the
Webloages here: Access to Food /V\ap - cammuru’ty frtd\ges food banks ’pantrles social supermar/eets | BCP
(bcpcounczl.gov. uk) . You can also contact us and we can issue a food bank voucher that can be used on a
monthly basis.

We would also like to send a HUGE thank you to Tesco Tower Park, Poole Foodbank, Canford Heath Baby

Bank who have been amazingly generous in offering gifts and support to our families.
ParentLine for parents/ carers for children age,d 5-19 years old (all schools)

Dorset HealthCare: Parentline confidential text messaging service

Text 07312 263131 for confidential advice and support from a member of the school nursing team.

Parentline is not an emergency service, for urgent medical attention contact your GP, 111 or 999

We wish you and your children a very /V\ery Christmas and we look forward to seeing all the children in
the New Year.

Best wishes
Mrs Nikki Penfold & Miss Caroline Hutchins
Pastoral Care Worker and ELSA



https://www.ridgewaterenergy.co.uk/projects-and-services/leap/
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/communities/cost-of-living-help/access-to-food-partnership/access-to-food-map-community-fridges-food-banks-pantries-social-supermarkets
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/communities/cost-of-living-help/access-to-food-partnership/access-to-food-map-community-fridges-food-banks-pantries-social-supermarkets

Early Years

The children have
settled well into their
school routines and

The children have loved
starting Forest School this half
term.

love ex,oloring their
continuous and
enhanced provisions.

The children asked
our ‘people who hel,o
us’ visitors lots of
questions, which
enhanced their
understanding of the
wider community.

The children really
enjoye,d discussing
what might haploen’
during an
investigation.

Year |

The children have been so busy leaming in lots of diffzr@nt e—

ways this term. Wley've been using paints, tape, dienes, ’

whiteboards and much more! The staff are really Ioroud of

the fantastic work the children have done and the amazing
progress they have made too!

This term, Year One have been luc/ey eriough to
have some absoiutely wonderful enrichment
activities. The drama Wor/eshop allowed the
children’s imagination to run wild; the music

Wor/eshcrp allowed them to experience amazing new
instruments; and Paddingtan’s Tea Party was just

such good fun!




Year 2

The children used
their lerwwledge of
human and physlcal
features when
o,xplormg our
beautiful local area.

The children have
loved explormg Roald
Dahls many stories
and dressed up as
their favourite
character.

The children thoroughlg
anayed ma/eing healthy
smoothies and using a
knife and a peeler

safely.

The children were

amazed to find out
about the interesting
past of Poole Ouay
and the pirates who

once lived there.

Pupll Vaice TEACH

Tha Ecuraionn’ Alinnes of Contord Haoth

Each year, our Early Years, Year One and Two classes elect School Councillors who attend regular meetings
where they represent their class by shartng their views and ideas about how we can improve our school.
These are some of our elected School Councillors for this Yyear:

Recently our school council have been discussmg the charities we support
thcrughout the yearasa school, L‘ncludlng Children in Need and /V\H Time.
This year, we have decided to support another charity called Dorset
Eplle,osy Service.

&% Dorset Epilepsy Service

Provided by Poole Hospital NHS Foundation Trust




Lang Service Awards (TEACH)

Ccmgratulaticms to the followmg members of staff for receiving their lcmg service
awards this term:
25 years - Kay Spratt
15 years - Kate Carter
10 years - Claire Cross

10 years - Geargma Verrinder

10 years - Emma Walters
What a fantastic achievement and dtslolay of dedication and commintment to our

TEACH children.

‘ Whole School Diary Dates (EACH)

Manday Ist \Tanuary Bank Haliday

Tuesday ond J'anuary Inset Day
Wedne,sday 3rd \Tanuary Year 2 Storyteller Big Bad Wo[f —pm
Friday 5th J_anuary NSPCC Wor/eshops for year 2 - visitor into school (pm)
Friday 19th \Tanuary N(m—umform for /V\HT[mQ, charc'ty

EYFS Grand Ball
Duckli 9
Thursdabj 25th Tcmuary pertngs Ham

Caterloillars 10am

F rog[ets Ilam

Safer Internet Day (children will have class assemblies)
Tuesday 6th Feb
uesaay epraary School Readiness Warlesholo 6pm

Year 1 - Under the Sea arts, craft, mini pe/jfarmanco, —parents in
Friday 9™ feb
raay epraary PTA Smarties Challenge starts

Monday 12th - 16th F q.bruary Half Term
/V\onday 1qth February Year | Spar/ely Starter — Dragon Hunt
Frlday 23rd February PTA Smarties Challenge — last daH to hand in the tubes

Thursday 29th Feb Year 2 Plague and GFOL drama daH




F rlday Ist March

Fraser Photagralohy class phota & Leavers photas

Tuasday 5t March

Year 2 — Fire Safety Lesson with Dorset & Wiltshire fire and rescue

Thursday 7t March

World book day —dress up as a book character

F rldag 8" March

Mother's Day gifts home

Wednesday 13t March

EYES Walt Disney Wonders performance
Ducklings 9am

Caterpillars 9.45am

Froglets 10.4t5am

F rldag 15t March

Comic Relief — Red Nose Day

/V\onday 18th March

EYFS Pirate DaH (Sloar/ely Starter)

Tuo,sday 19 March

Book Fair arriving in school

Wednesdab/ 20th March Book fair
ﬂmursday 21st March Book fair
Friday 22" March Book fair
Monday 25% March Book fair

Tuesday 26th March

PTA Easter Event: meet the Easter Burmy a2 stralght after school
Year | Knights Tales Drama & Dress up

Wednesday 27" March

Easter Treats Day

Thursday 28th March

Reports qo home

F riday 29th March — 16th April

Easter Hallday

Pupil Premium (TEACH)

The Educational Alliance
of Canford Heath

Funding to support your child

Did you know?

Schools can claim extra money for some children.

This money can make a real difference. It helps us give
your child the best support we possibly can.

Be,no:fits for you:

Free school milk

Frv.enmschutlm(llmtrunml.tperyzaﬁ

All eligible pupils will receive £50.00 on their

Account to use towards




